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NOAA Fisheries Accepting Comments on Proposal to 
Allow Coulon Turtle Excluder Device in Shrimp Fishery

NOAA Fisheries is accepting comments on a proposal to allow the use of a specific
design of a hooped hard turtle excluder device (TED), known as the Coulon TED, which is
capable of releasing large loggerhead and green turtles as well as leatherback turtles during
shrimp trawling.  At the request of Louisiana shrimp fishermen, NOAA Fisheries tested the
new Coulon hooped hard TED design, which contains a larger escape opening than the hooped
hard TED design used in inshore waters.  The purpose of the new TED design is to increase
efficiency of shrimp retention and the release of turtles and other bycatch. 

The comment period ends August 14.  Please submit comments to the NOAA Fisheries,
Chief, Endangered Species Division, Office of Protected Resources, by regular mail to 1315
East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910 or by fax to 301-713-0376.  For further
information, contact Robert Hoffman, 727-570-5312; Robert.Hoffman@noaa.gov, or Barbara
A. Schroeder,  301-713-1401;  Barbara.Schroeder@noaa.gov. 

The entire Federal Register notice that announced this proposal, which includes
graphics depicting the approved dimensions and configuration of the authorized Coulon TED
design, can be found at the following web site:  

http://caldera.sero.nmfs.gov/fishery/pannounc.gen/protann.003/68fr44722.pdf

This and other news releases are available on the SERO homepage at
http://caldera.sero.nmfs.gov.  To obtain considerable recorded information about our missions,
services, and management measures, call our toll free public service line at 1-866-570-5301.  If
the information you need is not available on that line, you can leave us a message and we'll get
back to you within one business day. 

NOAA Fisheries is an agency of the Commerce Department's National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.
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